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To participate in SCAN final conference  and/or to submit a paper click here.  
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union. The contents of this webinar are the sole responsibility of the authors and can in no way be taken to reflect 
the views of the European Commission. This project was co-funded by the Justice Programme under grant 
agreement No. 800830.  
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Webinar Program  
 
 

Opening speech 
 Introduction to SCAN Project 

by Dr. Marco Giacalone, Vrije Universiteit Brussel & Seraphin Legal 
 

Prof. dr. Pablo Cortes, is the chair in Civil Justice at Leicester Law School where he teaches and  
conducts research  in the field of dispute resolution, civil procedure and consumer law. He has 
been invited to speak in numerous international conferences around the world and to 
participate in expert meetings, including the UN Commission for International Trade Law 
(UNCITRAL WG III), the European Commission (DG SANCO and DG JUSTICE), and the European 
Parliament (IMCO and JURI).  
His presentation on ‘The Pursue of Early Settlements in the ESCP -- Lessons from the English 
Small Claims Procedure’ starts by discussing the key causes that explain the lack of use of the 
ESCP. It then moves to examine the new Small Claims Procedure in England which is currently 
being digitalised and explains how it is focused on promoting early settlements. The 
presentation will conclude by making a number of suggestions on how some of the features of 
the English model could be applied to the ESCP with a view to improve its efficiency and 
awareness.  
 
    
Justice Henri Colman, is an experienced judge at the Business Court of Antwerp with expertise 
in dealing with the European Small Claims procedure cases.                                                                        
In his presentation on ‘The European Small Claims procedure: What is the experience of a 
Belgian judge?’, Justice Colman discusses his experience in implementing the European Small 
Claims Procedure and its enforcement in the business court of Antwerp in Belgium.  
                                                                                                                                                             

Margarita Synanidi, is a member of the European Consumer Centre Belgium (ECC Belgium). She 
has been actively involved in working on the comments about the European Small Claims 
Procedure, having solid experience in dealing with consumer disputes with regard to this 
Procedure.                                                        
In her presentation on ‘Practical burdens that consumers face under European Small Claims 
Procedure’, she is mainly focused on the limited use of the European Small Claims procedure 
Regulation in Belgium from the consumers’ perspective, followed by presenting several 
interesting cases as identified by the European Consumer Centre of Belgium.  

         

Closing Remarks 

By Prof. dr. Gina Gioia, Tuscia University and Vrije Universiteit Brussel 

 

 

*This webinar is conducted through Zoom. The application can be downloaded here. 

**The Zoom invitation link to attend the webinar will be sent to your e-mail upon registering through 

the registration link provided.  

 

To participate in SCAN final conference and/or to submit a paper click here. 

 

For any inquiry on the event, please contact Sajedeh Salehi at   seyedeh.sajedeh.salehi@vub.be 
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